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existing breeds. Future use of genetic resources in crossbreeding and
selection programs at the commercial level remains the primary justi-
fication for conservation, but the inability to predict future needs
and, therefore, to choose which breeds are most worthy of preserva-
tion remains central to the rationale for this perspective.

The Cotswold Farm Park in England gives three reasons for sav-
ing rare breeds that do not appear to meet today's production stan-
dards. First, they are part of society's heritage. Second, their charac-
teristics could make them ideal research subjects. Third, and most
important, they provide livestock breeders with a broad pool of ge-
netic diversity to meet unforeseen needs (Cotswold Farm Park, 1985).

The Committee's View

The utilizationist emphasizes the characterization of existing breeds
and the evaluation of the most promising as components (either purebreds
or crosses) of current production systems. Only the most promising
breeds or those that represent documentable biological extremes should
be preserved. Improvement of existing populations should meet cur-
rent and perceived future needs. The preservationist's view, by con-
trast, calls for preserving the greatest possible number of breeds as
purebreds. Crossing to form new populations should be accompa-
nied by the protection of breed identity. The preservationist empha-
sizes the inability to predict future needs and, therefore, to create a
priority list of candidate breeds for preservation.

Reconciliation of these two views must begin with the recogni-
tion of their common goal: sustained long-term improvement of live-
stock for use by an expanding global population. The main conflict
is in how each view establishes priorities for conservation and how
each assesses future livestock needs. Current human needs for food
and fiber are pressing and will continue to increase. These needs
must be met. The goal of this report is not to validate one position at
the expense of the other, but to present a position that is acceptable
to these divergent views for building coordinated efforts toward the
common goal of conserving global livestock diversity.

The committee agreed that one goal of genetic resource manage-
ment programs must be to maximize rates of genetic improvement in
commercial stocks. It also endorsed the view that some form of ge-
netic resource conservation is an essential component of long-term
livestock improvement programs. Differences of opinion existed within
the committee on the amount of resources that should be devoted to
breed preservation. It was agreed that preservation should, at a minimum,
address breeds that are of (1) potential economic value, or are (2)